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Educational Attainment 

Educational attainment influences socioeconomic status, which in turn plays a role in well-being at older ages. Higher levels of education are usually associated with higher incomes, higher standards 
of living, and above-average health. 

 

� In 1965, 24 percent of the older population had graduated from high school, and only 5 percent had at least a bachelor’s degree. By 2007, 76 percent were high school graduates, and 19 

percent had a bachelor’s degree or more. 

� In 2007, about 76 percent of both older men and older women had at least a high school diploma. Older men attained at least a bachelor’s degree more often than older women (25 percent 

compared with 15 percent). The gender gap in completion of a college education will narrow in the future because men and women in younger cohorts are earning college degrees at roughly 
the same rate. 
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